Teachers’ notes
These notes identify the main points I stress in my teaching of research methods, and describe some teaching strategies that I use.  In addition, Chapters 7–13, also indicate some examples of different research techniques in the journal literature.  I hope they will be of interest, and perhaps useful, to other teachers of research methods.

The main point I want to get across in my teaching is that empirical research is based on a set of logical and interconnected ideas, which, I firmly believe, are not difficult to understand.  Once this set of ideas is absorbed, it can be built on in several different ways.  

I also believe it is important to give research students a full overview of qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods, before methodological specialization occurs.  Therefore this book is ambitious, in looking across the full range of research methods, focusing on the infrastructure of ideas which drives these methods.  For beginning research students, I think the ideal course structure is an overview course first, followed by more specialized courses in qualitative, quantitative or mixed methods, as appropriate.  This book is intended as a foundation and reference work for the overview course.   
In my teaching, I treat the book as lecture notes for students.  This frees students up from concentrated note taking during class sessions.  I ask students to read the appropriate sections in advance of classes, and to bring questions, problems and issues for discussion to the class.  Seeing the book as lecture notes also frees me up to stress, discuss and illustrate those points which I think need special treatment.  

There is a structure to the book, which might help other teachers in using it.  It is basically in four parts:

· Part 1 comprises Chapters 1–5, and sets up the basic framework of ideas for all types of empirical research

· Part 2 comprises Chapters 7, 8 and 9, and gives an overview of qualitative empirical research

· Part 3 is Chapters 10, 11 and 12 and gives a similar overview of quantitative empirical research

· Part 4 comprises Chapters 13, 14 and 15, along with chapter 6, and these chapters deal with other issues which come up in empirical research.

The two overviews in Parts 2 and 3 use the same main headings – design, data collection, data analysis – and each can be used as a stand-alone overview, though each needs to be read in conjunction with Part 1.
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